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FOR PARED BACK ELEGANCE, 
FADED PASTEL TINTS HAVE ALL THE 
VERSATILITY OF NEUTRALS, MAKING 
THEM PERFECT FOR SMALL SPACES 

AND SUITABLE FOR STYLISH SCANDI 
AND UBER COOL CONTEMPORARY 

SCHEMES. MORE THAN JUST PRETTY 
COLOURS, PASTELS CAN CREATE A 

QUIET AND COMMANDING IMPACT 
WHICH ARE DELICIOUSLY IRRESISTIBLE.

BALANCING ACT. The Caprice Tulip 
swivel by Philippe Starck for Cassina steel 
structure supports the same futuristic nylon 
shell and is now available in a matt version 
in black, white and taupe and polished 
aluminium. Quilted or smooth padded 
upholstery hugs the body naturally, to 
create a fluid design. Available at Dream.

BIG EASY. The Beam Sofa 
System by Patricia Urquiola 

for Cassina is made up of 
soft cushions supported 

by a beam, raising the 
lightweight back and 

armrest cushions which 
meet in a skillful embrace. 

Available at Dream.

CLEAR INTENT. Add 
architectural accents with 
a shapely vase. Metallic 
details are a bonus. 
Available at kikki.K.

PAPER CHASE. In this techy world we live in, the feel 
and smell of paper is a decadent indulgence to have and 
cherish. Pen your thoughts on pretty paper please. Start 

with these A6 journals from kikki.K.
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HOT HUE

HARE APPARENT. The “Rabbit Chair” is the 
creation from Stefano Giovannoni’s magic hat. 
Young and old can sit down and lean their back 
against the rabbit’s ears or on the opposite side, 
riding it and leaning their arms on its ears. Made 
of polyethylene and available at Journey East.

DARE TO TRY IT?

LOUNGE LIZARD. A tortoise carries its home with it. 
The Tortuga by Sancal, named in Spanish after the hard-
backed reptile, is cosy in soft buttery leather. Available 
at Dream.

ALL NATURAL. A decorative jacquard weave linen and 
cotton with an intricate paisley damask design for an 

elegant finish and supple handle. Damaris collection is 
available at Romo.

SOFT LUXE. Layer textures with subtle designs, elegant 
damasks, luxurious embosses and iridescent accents. 

Musa fabric collections and Iroko Wallcoverings are 
available at Romo.

TAKE FIVE. Enjoy the simple things in life with a good tea set. 
This pretty pot, cup, milk jug is from the Senska Hem collection. 
Available at kikki.K.

STRONG & FEMININE. Classic stitching and soft folds enhance the 
sinuous minimalism of the design. The voluptuous curves of the stool are 
inspired by the female body shape, as if it were a dress, with a slender belt 
highlighting her “waist”. The Lepi stool, bench and footrest, designed by 
Kensaku Oshiro for Poltrauna Frau is available at Proof Living.

SAY YOU SAW IT IN DECORATIONS
Dream, www.dream.com.sg
Journey East, www.journeyeast.com
kikki.K Stationery and Gifts, www.kikki-k.com
Proof Living, www.proof.com.sg
Romo, www.romo.com
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wall 
couture
R ising in popularity since the 18th century 

– wallcovering has been a mainstay in 

style-conscious homes, acting as reflection of 

the homeowner’s personality. Aside from that, 

wallcovering adds textures, dimension and 

emphasis to a pre-existing look. Established 

almost anywhere within the home, one can 

place wallcovering in the living hall, study room 

or even the modest powder room. However, 

rooms like the bathrooms and kitchens are said 

to be areas to pay careful attention to due to 

its humidity and steam. To counter peeling, a 

protective gloss or glass panel can be layered 

over. As with most wallcovering, each strip could 

last from ten years to 200 years, depending 

on the quality of the wallcovering and of the 

level of care taken. Considering the life span of 

wallcovering extending that of ours, installation 

ought to be left to the experts to ensure bubbles, 

tears and gaps do not surface over the years. 
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GETTING UP CLOSE 
AND PERSONAL 
WITH WALLCOVERING 

 TEXT BY DARREN NG
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Wallcovering can also be made artisanal or bespoke: customised, 

sculpted and designed from scratch. One can provide input and take 

lead through the design development and installation to specify 

colours, design elements or options for embroidered finishing touches. 

Falling under two categories, bespoke wallcovering can be either of the 

hand-painted or block-painted variant. Both options appeal to different 

homeowners, dependent on the needs and resources of the client. 

      In block-painted wallcovering, designs are carved into a lino print 

or wood block before being imprinted onto a pre-painted lining paper. 

The final product is digitally scanned, then reproduced via printing. 

This retains the essence and quality behind hand-painted wallcovering 

and having it replicated to cover an entire wall.

      In hand-painted wall covering, the designs are hand-drawn and 

painted using traditional hand-painting techniques onto silk, tea paper 

or gilded paper. As described by de Gournay, some of these ancient 

techniques include the ghost-style technique, bas-relief technique and 

feather gilding technique. Considering the effort involved, the entire 

process from conceptualisation to the final product could take weeks 

and months and are priced on a higher rung. 

Adds texture and dimension to a room

Allows owners to show their personality through vibrant 

colours and bold patterns

Chinoiserie and Panoramic Scenic wallcovering tell stories in 

unique manners

Its durability and long-lasting qualities make wallcovering a 

great alternative to paint

Easy to maintain and upkeep with light brushing or 

gentle soaping

WALLCOVERING   

bespoke 
wallcovering

left:
The ‘Tea Hour Paper’ from TAPET-CAFÉ was 
customised for Queen Louise Teahouse at 
Bernstorffs Palace & Park in Denmark, stylised 
with a secret garden fairy tale theme with 
birds perched on floral branches. The effect is 
poetic akin to a fairy tale. Similar customised 
projects with TAPET-CAFÉ could be done with 
TATUM Singapore.
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from top:
Custom designed with Kelly Wearstler for the Viceroy Hotel in Miami, 
de Gournay created a crane-themed wallcovering for the lift lobby, 
showcasing the East Asian accents and the sophistication that comes 
from the long-necked waddlers.

Another choice block-painted wallcovering by Galbraith & Paul, the ‘Tile’ 
wallcovering is used in the dining area, patterns and colours criss cross 
with the upholstered seater. Galbraith & Paul’s products are available at 
E&A Interiors.

opposite page from top:
The ‘African Savannah’ is brought to life in de Gournay’s crystal grey 
colourway on scenic paper. Panoramic scenic captures the backdrop 
of the wildlife, lending the home a tropical theme yet staying elegant 
with its monochromatic colours. de Gournay’s products are available at 
TATUM Singapore.

The ‘Le Bresil’ scenic design is created with the de Gournay’s ghost style 
technique, bright blue ink is detailed onto tarnished silver gilded paper; 
the resulting effect is a halo-like impactful interpretation. de Gournay’s 
products are available at TATUM Singapore.

92  decorations   |   volume 115



DECORATING SPECIAL

 volume 115   |   decorations  93 volume 115   |   decorations  93

hand-painted 
wallcovering

block-painted 
wallcovering

hand-printed 
wallcovering

Designs are hand-drawn into silk, silver 
leaf, tea paper or gilded paper

Designs are carved into a lino print or 
wood blocks before being imprinted 

onto the pre-painted lining paper. The 
final product is then scanned, before 

being reproduced

Designs are drawn onto a pre-painted 
lining paper before being digitally 

scanned and reproduced

The entire process could take weeks 
and months

The entire process could take up 
to 3 weeks

The process could take up to 3 weeks

$$$

$$

$$

WHAT

WHAT

WHAT

TIME

COST

TIME

COST

TIME

COST
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above:
de Gournay’s ‘Badminton’ is produced with the feather gilding technique, metallic leaf is added onto lead grey dyed silk, creating a contrasting effect 
from the bold colours on the muted background. de Gournay’s products are available at TATUM Singapore.

bottom:
The Temple Newsam Chinoiserie is created on tarnished silver gilded paper with the Bas Relief technique by de Gournay, creating an exaggerated 
effect borne from distressing the surface finish of the design.
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GHOST STYLE

BAS RELIEF

FEATHER 
GILDING

de Gournay’s ‘Ghost Style’ unique painting 

technique details the outline and minute 

details of the design without colour. The 

effect is a beautiful interaction between 

gilded papers and metallic silks.

The Bas Relief technique creates a three-

dimensional relief effect by distressing 

the surface finish of designs to exaggerate 

the relief. Certain portions may be left 

untouched to create a more discreet 

monochrome effect.

Using brushstrokes of metallic leaf, the 

‘Feather Gilding’ technique creates 

patterns in tonal, gilt colourways. 

Bold colours contrast against a muted 

background to create a delicate and 

modern design.
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN DECORATIONS
E&A Interiors, www.eandainteriors.com
TATUM Singapore, www.tatumcompany.com

DE GOURNAY’S 
HAND-PAINTING 

TECHNIQUES
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holistic 
spaces
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CONVERT YOUR ROOSTING SPOT FOR THE 
UPCOMING ZODIAC YEAR

 TEXT BY DARREN NG

I n preparation for the upcoming Zodiac year of the 

Rooster, we want to spread bounds of love with this 

Feng Shui guide. While the traditional philosophical system 

of harmonising man with its surrounding environment 

may seem largely out of reach due to its technical jargons 

and archaic vernacular, we have presented an easy-read 

revolutionised Feng Shui guide for the modern home.

      Feng Shui revolves around the ancient art of placement and 

balance among elements, combining individual personalities 

with the environment for a holistic climate within the household. 

While the Feng Shui in each home is different due to its 

arrangement, layout and furniture, minimal adjustments can 

be tweaked at any time in favour of a home that bodes of 

positivity and good vibes. What we have learned is to start 

small in integration since radical shifts in the arrangement 

of commonplace items might alarm your family and create 

resistance in the adoption of Feng Shui methods. Another 

tip is to understand that the acceptance of Feng Shui into the 

household does not instantly bring forth good fortune or 

balance to the home. It is best to apply Feng Shui with an open 

mind. We have based our Feng Shui guide on the five elements 

of wood, fire, earth, metal and water, bringing you an abundance 

of peace and prosperity in the upcoming year of the Rooster.
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Best represented by candles and bright red and orange hues, 

the fire element is commonly associated with passion, creativity 

and love. By ionizing the fire element to your advantage, you 

will be stoked with the feeling of inner warmth and a strong 

understanding of self. To fan the flames of the fire element, bring 

in triangular or five-angled objects like star-shaped ornaments 

or triangular coasters. Candles are also great magnetisers of the 

fire element in rekindling passion, place them at the far right 

corners of the bedroom or living hall and let the aromatic scents 

fill your home.

fire

A water feature or an aquarium is great in adding the water element 

into the home. But even with Feng Shui, one does not have to 

compromise on aesthetics. You will want them to sit cheek by jowl 

with the other elements and of the overall theme in the home: choose 

a nondescript standing aquarium with wood paneled boards. Place 

driftwood, copper coins and red soil to fulfill the balance of the five 

elements in Feng Shui within the tank itself. The location of the fish 

tank is also of importance: an aquarium near the main door would 

create a sense of flow, bringing in luck while dispelling the negative 

energy. The aquarium could also be angled over corners, which are 

hot spots of negativity.

water

There is no better way to usher in the earth element into the 

home by bringing in seedlings and greenery into the confines 

of your estate. Not to mention, it breaks up the normality and 

neutrality of the colours in the living room. A classy idea would be 

to place cascading greenery with overflowing vines from the top 

of cabinets and of tall shelves. Plants like the Boston fern or the 

Money plant create an effect of overflowing wealth and energy.

      However, leave out cactuses as their needle-like leaves would 

break the natural atmosphere of the home and invite undesirable 

energy into one’s home.

earth

FROM LEFT: Charm the water element with this smart aquarium from Back to the Roots. In addition to bringing in good vibes, the Aquafarm smart aquarium acts as a 
closed-loop ecosystem in which the fish feeds the plants and the plants clean the water – think about the amount of H2O saved from watering plants daily! | Made of 
oak and inspired by flower boxes, the Botanic Storage by Kristina Dam is perfect in adding the earth element to the home. Install shrubs or plants with hanging vines to 
create an effect of overflowing wealth and energy. | The fire element is ignited with vibrant colours of red and orange. On top of unleashing passion and love, the sudden 
spray of colour in the room would perk the place up, giving it a new perspective and dimension. Pictured: the armchair upholstering by Cloth interiors is in Abrigo Orange. 
Available at Tatum Singapore. 
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THIS PAGE_FROM TOP: Nature is celebrated in this room. 
The wood stump stools complement the verdant-inspired 
fabric wallcovering and upholstered sofa from Cloth 
Interiors, bringing to the home stability and a sense of 
peace. Available at Tatum Singapore.| The wood element 
is strong with the inclusion of the distinctive loom chair by 
H furniture. Threads of elastic polyester woven cords form 
the seat and back rest of the chair, inspired by the manual 
belt-making loom from Oaxaca, Mexico. The frame made 
of natural wood, sanded and finished by hand, contributes 
vitality and growth to the home.

OPPOSITE PAGE_FROM TOP: Made of ceramic in a 
metallic finish, the Time Piece side table from Sé is 

the perfect addition to imbue the dynamic energy of 
metal into the home. The bold yet fun interpretation 

in the shapely form of the tables would make for great 
conversation starters. | To facilitate the flow of energy, 

dispose unnecessary ornaments and cloak precious 
intricates in bookcases like the Link System bookcase 

from Gruppo Euro Mobil. The aluminium profiles from 
the titanio (titanium) finishes strengthen the metal 

element into the home, bringing blessings and stability 
to life and career. 
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SAY YOU SAW IT IN DECORATIONS
Back to the Roots, www.backtotheroots.com
Cloth Interiors, www.clothinteriors.com
Gruppo Euromobil, www.gruppoeuromobil.com
H Furniture, www.hfurniture.co
Kristina Dam Studio, www.kristinadam.dk
Sé, www.se-collections.com

FEATURES

The wood element can be identified as one that balances and 

motivates its owners. The most common representation of the 

wood element is found in itself. However, not every wood-related 

piece is good for Feng Shui within the home. Wood statues 

depicting scary creatures or ghostly apparitions would probably 

be a no in our books. Infuse your interiors with woodcarvings, 

sculptures or tree stumps instead, which bode a sense of unity, 

blending one with nature. Bamboo chimes can also be installed 

atop windows, acting as a charm against bad energy and stress 

entering the home, chiming its mellow enchanting sounds 

throughout the safe space of your home.

Allow for the better flow of Qi by eliminating clutter in the home. 

Taking tips from Marie Kondo’s ‘The Life-Changing Magic of 

Tidying’, eliminate belongings that no longer bring you joy to your 

life. Start with the cabinets and cupboards in your home, since that 

is the place of storage for old books and trinkets. If de-cluttering the 

home does not suffice, opt for glass-front vintage metal cabinets 

which keep prized possessions housed in an appealing decorated 

manner, reducing dust and clutter while increasing the overall 

energy flow. Otherwise, opt for metal bowls and dishes to hold 

easily misplaced trinkets like earrings and keys.

wood

metal
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trendspeak
T he past year has gone by in the blink of an eye, 

and the year 2017 is starting to shape up to its 

promise with a renewed set of New Year’s resolutions. 

January is afterall the perfect time to give your house 

a spruce up from top to toe. If there’s any lingering 

fear of dressing your home in last year’s outfit, you 

can ease them away with this trends guide for 2017! 

We take advice from Gerardine Loggere, director and 

interior decorator to regional interior brand Tatum. In 

here, she dishes out tips on what’s hot and what’s not 

in 2017, taking your home back in the game!
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Stylish trends for the home as told by interior 
decorator Gerardine Loggere
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GERARDINE LOGGERE, 
Director/Interior Decorator for Tatum

what is trending
 in 2017

right:
Bring in some sheen and shine into the living 
room with the Newton Chandelier from Boca 

Do Lobo made out of copper and brass.

left:
In this project done by local interior design firm D Editors, the bedframe and 
wallcovering in the children’s bedroom are adorned with the natural texture of cork. 

Vintage furniture from the 60’s and 

70’s will run strong through the year. 

Mesh high-end new-age furniture with 

vintage pieces in the home to give old 

furniture new life. Gerardine Loggere 

suggests the browsing of catalog from 

Portugese brand Boca Do Lobo who 

specialises in contemporary vintage-

styled furniture. 

This is the year for texture. If you go to the stores, look out for fabric 

with loads of natural fibre. A great option to use in the home is cork, a 

natural material that can be used all over the apartment. We have seen 

it being used as a headboard, a wallcovering and even as a table. Not 

only is it renewable, it has anti-microbial benefits – you can kiss your 

allergies goodbye!

GLAM-VINTAGE 
IS BACK

ALL ABOUT 
THE TOUCH

right:
The sofa of this home is upholstered in a zigzag arrangement while utilising 

typically dull colours in a fresh manner. Paired with a lively colour like pink in 
the throw pillows, the effect is visually pleasing. 

2017 will see a strong rise in patterns and colours. 

Designers like Kit Kemp and Kelly Wearstler are masters in 

the art, they go crazy and mix-match patterns with each 

other. Gerardine Loggere particularly singles out African 

patterns, noting of their common zigzag patterns and 

mesh of bright colours of red, yellow, brown and black. One 

of Tatum’s fabric brands CLOTH has designs done by famed 

designers including Kit Kemp. 

PATTERN SPLATTER
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CARPETS OR 
A NICE RUG NICE COMFY SOFA

PERSONAL ITEMS 
(PAINTINGS / 

FAMILY PHOTOS)1 2 3
nanimarquina’s rugs are a great way to 

bring in African folk patterns into the 

home. The Melange pattern rug combines 

tradition and modernity, blending them 

into geometric patterns that work easily 

with the rest of the room.

Pick a sofa that fits the entire family into 

one snuggly couch. The Norton collection 

by Meridiani, lined with natural leather, 

spans over 2.6 metres and would fit five 

family members.

Family photos should be a mainstay on 

your mantelpiece or television console! 

Your mantelpiece should display and reflect 

the people or things you care the most. It 

could be a photo of your cat or a fun photo 

from last Christmas, personalise them with 

striking frames from Strange & Deranged. 

These Italian sterling silver frames are from 

Zaramella Argenti and would add sparkle to 

your living hall.  

three 
essentials 
in a home

1

2

3
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decorating 
faux pas

SAY YOU SAW IT IN DECORATIONS
Boca Do Lobo, www.bocadolobo.com
CLOTH Interiors, www.clothinteriors.com
nanimarquina, www.nanimarquina.com
Strange & Deranged, www.strangeanderanged.com
Tatum, www.tatumcompany.com

When a home is shared among different members of the family, 

homeowners tend to dress each room differently due to the 

various personalities and interests at play. However, that’s not to 

say a congruent theme throughout the home cannot be followed 

through. A unifying theme like dark wood or vibrant patterns 

should be visible in each room, yet still allowing for the expression 

of each personality.

Some homeowners have a bad habit of mixing too many cold 

materials like marble, mirrors and dark glass in a space. While each 

material makes for a great individual feature in the home, this is a 

perfect example of too many cooks spoil the broth. 

DIFFERING THEMES AND 
STYLES AMONG ROOMS

MIXING OF ONE TOO 
MANY MATERIALS
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